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1.0 Introduction

This reportwas updated at the request of the Teton County Commissioners and additional
information can be requested from IDFG at any time. The information contained within the report
broadly summariz&syfish andwildliferesources, primarily on lower elevatods$ in Teton

County Idahofor the purpose gbroviding information that can be used by the county to inform
countyland us@ndplanningln most instancesildlife use of habitats transcends property
boundaries, therefore some of this summary refefandesadministered by the Caridaughee
National Forest (CTNF) and Bureau of Land Management (BB&Uitionto lands that might be
subject to the countstnd usendplanningprocesgFig. 1) Sustaimngimportanthabitatand
maintaining connecttyifor wildlife movement betwepuablic and private lands will be an

important factom perpetuating the fish and Wiflelpopulationgto the future However, this
documensometimesonsiders a wider area of potential effagetis outside of Teton@ay)to
betterdocumentandscap&cale habitat functioRather than attempt to describe the habitat needs
of hundreds of fish and wildlife species, we foctlagshigspecies because of their economic
importance as fished and hunted spespessiesf Greatest Conservatibieed(SGCN)as

designated in the IdaBtate Wildlife Action Plan (SWAPFG 2017), andkeystonerumbrella
species or guildgroup of species that use the same set of resources and often behave in similar
ways)whose conseniah maybenefit many other species that use similar habitats. Several species
or species groups discussed here fit in to more than one of these cdtefmigscument we

refer to both Teton County, which includes public and private lands, andalketpmiich refers

to lower elevation, primarily private lands.

1.1 Significance of Teton Coungldaho for Fish and Wildlife

Teton County supports fish and wildlife resources of great importance to the cultural and economic
wellbeing of local residemtand provides habitats@fiional andontinental significance for

several high priority speciglsich of this habitat occurs private lands which is important

throughout portions of the annual cycle and praxodaectivity teeasonal habitats orbtia

lands.Recent telemetry data collected by ID#@E Grand Teton National Park (GTNP)
documentiterstate mule deer movements between Teton County and Grand Teton/Y ellowstone
National Parks (IDF@nd GTNP, unpublished dataAlso, m 2004 the National Audubon Society

and IDFG formally designated Teton Basinthisat e | mport ant Bird Area (
program is a global effort to identify areas that are most important for maintaining bird populations,
and itfocusesconservateori f ort s at protecting tTheTeten si t eso
Ri ver from the center of Teton Valley to the
northern boundary support a highly prized sport fisimeigompriseone of several important

strongholds for Yellowstone cutthroat trout in the uppetions of theSnakdRiver watershed.

In a comprehensive assessment of ecological values througBeeatdeY ellowstone Ecosystem
(GYE), the Teton River Basin was ranked alsitinesprivate &nds conservation priority among

43 such sites within the entire GYE for its combination of ecological irreplaceability and
vulnerability (Noss et al. 2002). This assessment cor3tareay aspects of biological diversity:

1) rare and sensitive plant animal species and populations; 2) representation of a full spectrum
of vegetative, abiotic, and aquatic habitat features; and 3) support for a select group of large, wide
ranging focal species such as Btiksranking reflestother work by Hansen (2006) that suggests,

in general, lower elevation lands in the GYE have some of the most productive habitats, but also
facethe most uncertainty related to kvagn persistencparticularly on private lands. Also, it
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highlightghe importancef sustaining fisAnd wildlife habitats in Teton Coumtyrder to
maintain the ecological integrity of the GYE.

Among Teton Countyods moie.jandscapgdatsupmorttbec ol ogi c al
greatest diversity of plants and aninaasits prominent wetlands. The National Wetlands

Inventory classifies 26,760 acres of Teton County (9% of total area) as wetlands (U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service 1993). These wetlands imdtidawood forestalong streams,

expansive areaswét madowsemergent marshessoughsshrub/scrub willow thickets

and fengFig 2).

In this document we frequently refer to certain habitateas o t. Beotenssdetransitional

areas between ecological communities or haba#&tan occuat multiple spatial scales and
encompass the transitidoetweenwo or more naturadr humaninfluencedhabitats. For example,

an ecotone exists where forest kaadsitions into mountain shrubsagebrush steppe; or where

the Teton River is borderey grain fields. Numerossudies have shown thatdlifespecies

richness and abundances tend to peatoitore areas, although there are exceptions to this pattern
Some researchers argue that ecotones deserve high conpeorédtibacause ecotonase often

small in sizéelative to the larger landscape) rich irwildlife habitat value (Kark 2013).

The mairpotential impacts focsh andwildlifepopulationgrom human development are habitat
loss degradatigmndor fragmentation. Development includes construction associated with
residential, commercial, agricultural, energy, infrastructure, and other humanlacéngtes.
yearsFremont and Teton Counties experienced some of the most significant growthewithin
Idaha In the 1996 and 200®, Teton County had one of the highest population growth rates in the
Western ditedSates Its newhome growth was thé @astest in the United States. Most of that
real estate development occurred in rural areasaftid/ns (within the Teton River riparian
corridor, and the foothills of the Teton and Big Hole mountain rafiged).S. Census Bureau
reported that Idaho is ti#° fastest growing state in the unidth a 17.3%population growth
since the 2010 Censghttps://www.census.gov/library/stories/stabg-state/idahepopulation
changebetweercensusiecade.htrl

A Summary ofFish and Wildlife Resourcesn Teton County, Idaho
Idaho Department of Fish and Game; Revised 2022 Paged


https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/idaho-population-change-between-census-decade.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/idaho-population-change-between-census-decade.html

2.0 Habitat and Open Space

Conserving ecologically valuable open space is a key strategy Teton County leaders and planners
should consider to conserve wildlife habitat. Conserving habitat is essential to maintain fish and
wildlife populations. Habitat is a combination of fecater, shelter, and space arranged to meet the

species needs. Teton Countyds Natural Resour
prioritizing the conservation of open space. Space is an often overlooked aspect of wildlife habitat.
Most peoplegeer al |y understand wildlifeds requireme

concept of space can be abstract and complex. Wildlife need space to forage, reproduce, rest, travel,
and hide. In general larger areas of undeveloped habitat bettertaviicgis displacing many
species.

IDFG is available to provide technical assistance to county planners/leaders to identify a proposed
projectods potential effects on fish, wildlife
minimization meases to offset adverse project effects. The following are some general guidelines

to consider during planning efforts to conserve fish and wildlife habitat:

A In coordination with stakeholders, develop a locally basetgriorapen space
conservation plahat focuses on conserving key fish and wildlife habitat (e.g., wetlands,
riparian, aspen, migration routes, and winter range), with an emphasis on maintaining
habitat connectivity across seasonal ranges. Forexample, incentivize the voluntary
maintenancef open spaces on privately owned working lands that support big game
migrations

A Consider avoidance, minimization, and compensatory mitigation measures (onsite and/or
offsite) as appropriate and feasible to offset adverse development effects on fish and
wildlife habitat.

A Align open space conservation with existing fish and wildlife habitat on both public and
private lands. For example, open space in foothills habitats abutting public lands, or
alongside private lands enrolled in conservation easemertseeee the likelihood of
maintaining functional wildlife habitat.

A Summary ofFish and Wildlife Resourcesn Teton County, Idaho
Idaho Department of Fish and Game; Revised 2022 Pageb



(Dlu(;(;s

ALTA, WY

A

’ |——_____ s}

0

125 25 5

TETON COUNTY, IDAHO

[ COUNTY BOUNDARY

[ US. FOREST SERVICE

] STATE OF IDAHO

] BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
[ IDAHO FISH AND GAME

I US. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

Figure 1.Teton Countyldahowith land ownership
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Figure 2. Majorplant communities of Teton County, Idaho.
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3.0 Large Carnivores and Wolverine

Large carnivores periodically utifideate lands in Teton County but the main body of habitat for
these species is higledzvation pullt lands on the margins of thmunty.Large carnivores are
considereth this reportdue to their potential for conflict with homeowners and livestock
producers. Also, while nobnsidered kargecarnivorewolverine areovered here due to their
conservation status and documented use of Teton County (and valley) laagdats. L
carnivore/human interactions are not uncommon in parts of Teton Courggen yeartbFG

staff has mowkor killedmountain lions, black begasd grizzly bears in Teton County because of
conflicts with people, property,dare tothuman safety conceriifie most common conflictin
Teton County is black be&osaging/wandengin residential arsthathave been established in
close proximity taie National Forest boundary.

Grizzly bears are designadsthreatened under the Endangered Species Act and are an Idaho
Species of Greatest Conservation NB&LC(N. Grizzly bearsave been documented in the Big
Hole, TetonandSnake River Rangasund the periphery of Teton County and also within Teton
ValleyThe Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team (IGBSTdlématsfieda Demographic

Monitoring Area (DMA) to monitor and manggezly bear mortalities in the future across state
and administrative boundar@esl prioritize future conservation effoiitse DMA is drawn from
suitable habitat defined by the IGBST (2012), expanded to include adjacent potential mortality sink
areasd facilitate mortality management in a scope appropriate-terfongonservation (IGBST
2012). Most of the DMA in Idaho lies within Island Park and adjacent areas of the Henrys
Mountains, Centennial Range, Shotgun Valley, and Tetonlivaké¢gn Couny, the DMA covers

the Victor Front and the northeastportion of the County around Bitch Creek and a narrow band
of habitat between the3areas alortpe boundary with easide public lands. The DMA boundary

can be accessed and viewadn interacte mapper created by the U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS)
https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/item/5911cbd5e4b0e541a03c1b24.

From a conservation planning and management perspective, the most likely areas for human
interaction and conflict with large carnivores in Teton County occur reariloaTarghee
National Forest Boundary. However, it is worth noting that carnivoralsmatilize creek
corridors that extend from National Forest Lands onto the valley floor. Grizzly bears are
documented utilizing valley creek corridors and ptivate lands in Teton County, including
multiple documented occurrences within Teton anth $eigh GeekgFig. 3) Recognizing the
potential for humabear conflicts, Teton County implemented a bear ordinance in 2010 (Teton
County Code Title 4 Chapter 7) to minimize the potential for attracting bears into residential areas.
Additional usefuhformation and recommendations for avoiding conflicts with grizzlies, black
bears, mountain lioyend gray wolves are available through the Grizzly Bear Outreach Project
website altittp://bearinfo.org/.

Wolverinesirean I[dahoSGCN(IDFG 2017) andrewell documented in both the Teton and Big

Hole Ranges within Teton County. The Victor Faoa¢of Teton Countyd identifiedas lying

wi t hmajorblack d@fwolverinena bi t at i n | dahoo -asedispdrsalareal s o a
(IDFG 2014). The most likely interactitwetweercounty land use planning audtaining
wolveringoopulations wilbe throughconsideration greserving functional habiteithin areas

that may facilitate movementadlverinesit thelandscape scale.
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Figure 3. Locations of grizzly bear conflicts in Teton County and immediate vicinid202992
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